JOSHUA A. CLAYBOURN

Attorney o Historian ® Author

(812) 480-6224 jclaybourn@gmail.com

Attorney, historian, and author. His law practice spans intellectual property, state and local government,

renewable energy, utilities, and commercial transactions. He writes on history, law, public policy, and

Abraham Lincoln.

EXPERIENCE

Shiloh Counsel LLC
Founder / Member
2026 — present

Jackson Kelly PLLC
Member
2015 -2026

Vectren Corporation
Corporate Counsel
2009 - 2015

University of Evansville
Adjunct Professor
2013

Rudolph, Fine, Porter &
Johnson, LLP

Attorney
2006 — 2009

EDUCATION

Founded a law firm serving startups through Fortune 500 companies. Work
spans business law, intellectual property, commercial transactions, and

public-sector matters.

Advised clients on intellectual property, state and local government,

renewable energy, utilities, and complex commercial transactions.

Represented the company before utility regulators in contested proceedings.
Handled mergers and acquisitions, commercial transactions, and policy

advocacy.

Taught Business Organizations (LS 350), covering entity formation and the

lawyer’s role.

Counseled clients on business and regulatory matters. The firm later merged
with Jackson Kelly PLLC.

Juris Doctor
2006

Bachelor of Science
2003

Indiana University McKinney School of Law — Indianapolis
Moot Court Order of Barristers

Executive Articles Editor, Indiana Health Law Review, Vol. 3

Indiana University Kelley School of Business — Bloomington
Major: Business Economics & Public Policy
Admitted to the Honors College



AUTHORED BOOKS

Claybourn, Joshua. Lincoln’s Compass: The Declaration of Independence and the American Idea. New York:
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2026.

Claybourn, Joshua and William E. Bartelt. [Book on Lincoln’s formative years; title TBD]. Under contract
with University of Illinois Press, 2027.

EDITED BOOKS

Murr, J. Edward. The Wilderness Years of Abraham Lincoln. Edited by Joshua A. Claybourn. Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 2022.

Bartelt, William E., and Joshua A. Claybourn, eds. Abe’s Youth: Shaping the Future President. Bloomington:

Indiana University Press, 2019. Annotated edition of Lincoln Inquiry papers.

Claybourn, Joshua A., ed. Our American Story: The Search for a Shared National Narrative. Lincoln: Potomac
Books, 2019. A collection of provocative essays by leading thinkers and public figures addressing the

question, “What is the unifying American story?”

Claybourn, Joshua A., ed. Born of Clay. Claybourn Genealogical Society, 2016.

HISTORY PUBLICATIONS AND BOOK REVIEWS

Claybourn, Joshua A., producer and host. Lincoln Log Podcast. Abraham Lincoln Association.

Claybourn, Joshua A. “The Demon of Unrest: A Saga of Hubris, Heartbreak, and the Heroism at the
Dawn of the Civil War, by Erik Larson.” The Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association 45, no. 2 (2024):
8.

Claybourn, Joshua A. “Lincoln the Reader 1809-1865.” Abraham Lincoln: His Life in Print, edited by Mazy
Boroujerdi. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2024.

Claybourn, Joshua A. “A Review of Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom by David W. Blight.”
Compulsive Reader, September 16, 2018.

Claybourn, Joshua A. “Abe Lincoln: An Acceptable Nickname?” For the People, a newsletter of the
Abraham Lincoln Association 20, no. 34 (Fall-Winter 2018): 8.

LEGAL PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH

Amici curiae brief in V.O.S. Selections, Inc. v. Trump (2025) and related federal tariff cases.

Claybourn, Joshua A. “Protecting Your Brand with Trademarks.” Energy & Mineral Law Institute, vol. 44
(2024): 67-82.

Claybourn, Joshua A., and Abby V. DeMare. “Hoosier Emergency Powers: Restoring Checks and
Balances.” Indiana Law Review 54, no. 2 (2021): 341-364.

Claybourn, Joshua A. “The Opportunities and Pitfalls of Local Human Rights Ordinances.” The Network,
Indiana State Bar Association (July 2016). Winner of the Donald R. Lundberg Writing Award.



Research assistant to Professor Gerard Magliocca, Indiana University McKinney School of Law.
Contributed to “Constitutional False Positives and the Populist Movement,” Notre Dame Law Review
81 (2006): 821-876, which seeded Prof. Magliocca’s book Andrew Jackson and the Constitution: The Rise
and Fall of Generational Regimes (University Press of Kansas, 2007).

Executive Articles Editor, Indiana Health Law Review, vol. 3. Solicited and edited articles for publication.

SELECTED POPULAR PRESS

“Not So Fast—Congress Gets a Say on the Iran Deal,” Wall Street Journal, 20 June 2026.

“A Government Tariff Refund Bait and Switch,” Wall Street Journal, 22 February 2026.

“Musk Is a Genius, but He Isn’t a Political One,” Wall Street Journal, 6 June 2025.

“Knicks vs. Hicks: Let Us Praise Old-Fashioned Contempt,” New York Times, 25 May 2025.
“Today Harvard Is the Target. Tomorrow It Could Be Your Church,” New York Times, 9 May 2025.
“Why We're Joining the Legal Fight Over Trump’s Tariffs,” Wall Street Journal, 27 April 2025.

“Even during a pandemic, the Indiana governor’s emergency powers need a check,” Indianapolis Star, 20

January 2021.
“The Reformation: 5 Ways it Changed Our World,” Patheos, 30 October 2017.

“We Need To All See The American Declaration As Lincoln Did,” The Federalist, 4 July 2017.

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

“Lincoln’s Indiana Years,” Lincoln Forum, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, November 2024.
“Abe’s Youth: Lincoln’s Wilderness Years,” Southern Indiana Civil War Roundtable, January 2023.

“Abe’s Youth,” Dr. Thomas F. Schwartz Lecture, Abraham Lincoln Association Symposium, Abraham

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, 12 February 2020.
“Abe’s Youth,” Spencer County Historical Society, 23 October 2019.

“Abe’s Youth: A Discussion with Bill Bartelt and Joshua Claybourn,” Southern Indiana Civil War
Roundtable, August 2019.

“Doing Your Homework: Buying and Selling Municipal Property,” Indiana League of Municipal Clerks
and Treasurers, 24th Annual ILMCT Institute & Academy, 11 March 2019.

“Ordinances and Resolutions,” AIM / Indiana League of Municipal Clerks and Treasurers, 23rd Annual
ILMCT Institute & Academy, 12 March 2018.

“The American Presidency,” Indiana Political Science Association Roundtable, March 2017.
“Little Egypt Goes to War,” Southern Indiana Civil War Roundtable, January 2017.
“Lincoln’s Almanac Trial,” Southern Indiana Civil War Roundtable, March 2015.

“Post-Civil War Fraternities,” Southern Indiana Civil War Roundtable, May 2014.



SELECTED MEDIA APPEARANCES

“A Fiery Brief Fueled by Conservatives Helped Put Trump’s Tariffs in Peril,” by Adam Liptak, New York
Times, 2 June 2025.

“Lincoln: Divided We Stand,” CNN documentary, January 2021.

Guest on NHK (Japanese television network), “The American Election,” 1 July 2016.

HONORS, AWARDS, AND DISTINCTIONS

Indiana 250 (2022)
Named one of the 250 most influential business leaders in Indiana in the inaugural list compiled by
IB] Media— covering Indianapolis Business Journal, Inside INdiana Business, and Indiana Lawyer —

drawing on recommendations from business and community leaders statewide.

Donald R. Lundberg Writing Award (2016)
Presented by the Indiana State Bar Association to the top article published in The Network.

20 Under 40 (2010)

Recognized by the Evansville Business Journal in its inaugural class.

Up and Coming Lawyer (2007)

One of 15 recipients of Indiana Lawyer’s “Leadership in Law” award.

Competitive Speech and Debate (1999-2000)
1999 Indiana State Policy Debate Championship; 2000 Indiana Collegiate Persuasion Championship;

National Forensic League Degree of Outstanding Distinction.

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES

¢ Abraham Lincoln Association —President; Board of Directors (2019—-present)

e Abraham Lincoln Institute — Board of Directors (2019—present)

¢ Indiana Landmarks — Board of Directors (2023—present)

¢ Indiana Jewish Historical Society — Treasurer; Board of Directors (2024—present)
¢ Indiana Municipal Lawyers Association (2016—present)

¢ Southern Indiana Civil War Roundtable — past Chairman (2014—present)

® Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War — past Camp Commander (2013-present)

PAST PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES

e WNIN Tri-State Public Media, Inc. (2021-2024)
¢ Evansville Regional Sports Commission — Director and Secretary (2010-2024)

* Newburgh Museum — Director (2014-2016)



Newburgh Plan Commission — Member (2013-2015)

Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library — Trustee; President (2009, 2012); Treasurer (2008); served
2006-2009, 20112013

Transition Team, Mayor Lloyd Winnecke (2012)
Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library Foundation (2008-2013)

Governmental Affairs Committee, Chamber of Commerce of Southwestern Indiana



